[In vitro effects of 3 immunosuppressive drugs. Comparison of the effect of cyclosporin A, methylprednisolone and 6-mercaptopurine].
Several tests of cellular immunity representing in vitro correlates of early lymphocytes activation have been studied with 3 immunosuppressive drugs currently used in organ transplantation, 6-mercaptopurine, cyclosporin A and methylprednisolone. Despite its significant antiproliferative action, 6-mercaptopurine does not affect interleukin 2 production nor Ia antigen induction on lymphocytes after stimulation with phytohemagglutinin. In contrast, cyclosporin A and methylprednisolone strongly block this reaction. Both immuno-suppressive drugs disclose equivalent blocking action on all proliferative reactions with the exception of proliferation induced by phorbol myristate acetate which is resistant to cyclosporin A but inhibited by methylprednisolone.